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NEC AND ESPN SOLIDIFY PLANS FOR FIVE-GAME ON-AIR FOOTBALL PACKAGE

SOMERSET, NJ - The Northeast Conference (NEC) has teamed up with a national carrier for its 2013 football on-air package.  The Division 
I FCS conference and ESPN have reached an agreement to make ESPN3 the exclusive home of Northeast Conference football.
 
The deal features plans to carry five games this season on ESPN’s live multi-screen sports network beginning with the Northeast Confer-
ence opener at defending champion Wagner on September 28.   The Seahawks’ bout against Bryant will be one of two appearances that the 
NEC preseason favorites will make on ESPN3.  Wagner will also close out the conference on-air schedule on November 16 at Saint Francis.

“Collaborating with ESPN provides our NEC football institutions with a national platform of 
exposure through the ‘worldwide leader in sports,’” said NEC Commissioner Noreen Mor-
ris.  “It also connects us directly to the growing relationship that exists between the Football 
Championship Subdivision and ESPN in the areas of branding and production.”
 
Following the opener on Staten Island, the setting will shift to New Britain, CT where Central 
Connecticut will host Saint Francis on October 5. The two teams clashed in a thriller at the 
same venue last year when the host Blue Devils pulled out a 32-30 victory.
 
After a three-week hiatus, the schedule resumes for the stretch run with games airing on each 
of the first three Saturdays in November.   In one of the final games the legendary Joe Walton 
will ever coach, Robert Morris will host Bryant on November 2.   The following week’s contest 
will feature the NEC’s other Pittsburgh-based member as Duquesne travels to Connecticut to 
face Sacred Heart on November 9.
 
The NEC/ESPN3 agreement comes on the heels of one of the most fruitful seasons of the 
league’s 18-year history of football.  After a near-upset of FBS member Florida Atlantic, Wagner 
went on to win the Northeast Conference crown and carry the league’s banner into the FCS 
playoffs.  The Seahawks proceeded to deliver the league’s first-ever NCAA FCS playoff vic-
tory, defeating Patriot League champion Colgate before scaring National No. 2 seed Eastern 
Washington in the Round of 16.
 
The 2013 package will welcome former NFL punter Jeff Feagles into the NEC’s broadcast booth.  
The two-time Pro Bowler, who enjoyed a 22-year professional playing career, will provide 
color commentary on the coverage.  Paul Dottino, a New York Giants beat reporter and NFL 
Network contributor, will return for what will be his 11th season handling play-by-play duties.  
For the fourth year in a row, John Schmeelk will serve as the sideline reporter for NEC football.
 
About ESPN3
ESPN3 is ESPN’s live multi-screen sports network, a destination that delivers thousands of exclusive sports events annually.  It is accessible 
online at WatchESPN.com, on smartphones and tablets via the WatchESPN app and streamed on televisions through ESPN on Xbox LIVE 
to Gold members and Apple TV.  The network is currently available to more than 85 million homes at no additional cost to fans who receive 
their high-speed Internet connection or video subscription from an affiliated service provider.  The network is also available at no cost to 
approximately 21 million U.S. college students and U.S.-based military personnel via computers connected to on-campus educational and 
on-base military networks.

Five Key Points to the 
NEC/ESPN3 Agreement

- The deal provides the NEC with a 
national platform on which to deliver 
its football games

- Fans will have access to five exciting 
matchups on ESPN3

- The games will be available in 85 
million homes

- Fans can view the games on smart-
phones and tablets via the WatchESPN 
app

- The NEC agreement adds to ESPN’s 
expanding inventory of FCS content
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About the Northeast Conference
Now entering its 33rd year, the Northeast Conference is an NCAA Division I collegiate athletic association consisting of 10 institutions of 
higher learning located throughout six states. Media coverage of the NEC extends to four of the largest markets in the United States - New 
York (#1), Pittsburgh (#23), Baltimore (#27), and Hartford/New Haven (#30).  Founded in 1981 as the basketball-only ECAC Metro Con-
ference, the NEC has grown to sponsor 22 championship sports for men and women and now enjoys automatic or play-in access to 14 
different NCAA Championships. NEC member institutions include Bryant, Central Connecticut, Fairleigh Dickinson, LIU Brooklyn, Mount St. 
Mary’s, Robert Morris, Sacred Heart, St. Francis Brooklyn, Saint Francis U and Wagner. For more information on the NEC, visit the league’s 
official website (www.northeastconference.org) and digital network (www.necfrontrow.com), or follow the league on Twitter, Facebook 
and YouTube @NECsports.

2013 NEC FOOTBALL TELEVISION SCHEDULE
Date Matchup Time  Broadcast Outlets
Sept. 28 Bryant at Wagner 1:00 pm  ESPN3
Oct. 5 Saint Francis at Central Connecticut 1:00 pm   ESPN3
Nov. 2 Bryant at Robert Morris 12:00 pm  ESPN3
Nov. 9 Duquesne at Sacred Heart 12:00 pm  ESPN3
Nov. 16 Wagner at Saint Francis  12:00 pm  ESPN3


